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Chad Vale Primary School 
Creative Arts Policy 

 
 

Definition of the Creative Arts 
 
At Chad Vale Primary School, the creative arts encompass a range of subjects, 
including art, music, dance, drama, film and animation.  It is our belief that a 
cohesive arts policy will help to identify and meet key objectives which run 
through all these subjects. 
  
Mission Statement 
 
At Chad Vale, all children, regardless of race, gender, ability, social or cultural 
background, are entitled to full access to a rich and creative arts curriculum.  
The arts provide an ideal vehicle for developing children’s creativity and ability 
to express their ideas and feelings in a range of different forms. Engaging in the 
arts also provides an opportunity to explore and promote the cultural diversity 
which is central to Chad Vale.  
 
We aim to provide a high quality curriculum, teaching the arts both as separate 
subjects, and as part of a cross-curricular approach. We enrich our arts provision 
by offering a range of after-school clubs, taught by our own staff and specialist 
teachers. We also strive to provide opportunities for all our children to visit arts 
venues and work alongside professional artists. 
We celebrate pupils’ achievements in the arts through exhibitions and 
performances, enabling parents and the wider community to share in the 
children’s successes. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
Aim Objectives 
Engaging with a variety of 
art forms, to explore 
values, attitudes, feelings 
and meanings 

• provide a high quality arts curriculum, which 
incorporates both range and depth 

• provide opportunities for cross-curricular work 
• provide opportunities for pupils to learn about 

the arts of diverse cultures 
• provide opportunities to develop self-esteem, 

confidence and maturity through 
participation in the arts 

• ensure that subject leaders have access to 
regular CPD opportunities which stimulate 
their own creativity and keeps them up to 
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date with developments in the arts 
• ensure regular, high quality inset and CPD 

opportunities for all staff 
Developing the ability to 
create, appreciate and 
make critical judgements 
about art works 

• provide opportunities for open-ended tasks 
which allow pupils to express their creativity 

• give all pupils opportunities to design and 
complete a range of art forms 

• actively encourage peer and self-evaluation 
Encouraging pupils to 
work independently and in 
groups, to share arts 
experiences and present 
art works to others 

• give all pupils the opportunity to exhibit 
work/take part in a performance at least 3 
times a year 

• give all pupils the opportunity to take part in 
at least one out-of-hours arts activity 

• present art works to parents and the ‘Chad 
Vale family’ at least 3 times a year 

Developing an 
understanding of the role 
of the arts in society, 
including as a career 

• offer all pupils the opportunity to work 
alongside a professional artist once a year or 

• offer all pupils the opportunity to visit an arts 
venue to see work exhibited/performed at 
least once a year 

 
Arts provision in the curriculum 
 
In the Foundation stage, art, music, dance and drama form part of ‘creative 
development’, and are usually taught as part of a topic-based curriculum. Each 
week, there are one or two teacher-led activities, and all pupils have daily 
access to the creative table and role play areas as part of their child-initiated 
learning.  Discrete music lessons are taught every week, with dance and 
movement lessons planned in two half-termly blocks. Child-initiated learning 
continues to take place in the autumn term of year 1, in conjunction with 
discrete lessons in all four areas.  
 
In key stages 1 and 2, art is taught in blocks, with each class completing one unit 
a term. One of these units has a drawing focus. (New initiative, September 2013) 
We supplement our art curriculum with two themed art weeks a year. 
Music is taught in weekly lessons across the whole school. In addition, several 
hours are devoted to learning songs for the annual school production and for 
special concerts. 
 
Drama is taught within other subjects such as literacy, history and RE. Pupils are 
encouraged to express themselves in a variety of ways such as through live 
performance, and by making films and animations.  We supplement our drama 
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curriculum with an annual drama week, and all children participate in one of 
three annual productions. 
 
Dance forms part of the PE curriculum, with each class completing two half-
termly units a year. Dance also forms an important part of our annual 
productions, with each class choreographing their own dance to accompany 
their song. 
 
In year 5, children take part in our ‘Dancing in Classrooms’ initiative, culminating 
in a gala performance for the Chad Vale family. 
 
Monitoring and Assessment 
 
The quality of our arts provision is monitored by the curriculum co-ordinators for 
each of the key subjects, and overseen by the Creative Arts team. A variety of 
monitoring techniques are used, including lesson observations, partnership 
teaching or planning, evaluation of displays and performances, and in art, a 
bi-annual book trawl of sketch and progress books. 
 
Progress is monitored by class teachers using our electronic tracker system, 
where they can identify children who are making or exceeding expected 
progress, and those requiring further consolidation of skills. We have also 
developed our own assessment systems, such as drawing and painting skills 
ladders in art. 
 
Peer and self assessment is also encouraged. Art progress books, for example, 
contain digital photographs of the children's work, annotated by the pupils 
themselves. In music and drama, we may use audio and video recordings of 
compositions and performances to promote peer assessment. 
We anticipate some changes to our monitoring of the arts in response to the 
new curriculum and our own school initiatives. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment 
 
Partnerships 
 
We believe that partnerships with artists and arts organisations are an invaluable 
tool for developing the children’s skills and inspiring creativity, as well as allowing 
pupils to observe and appreciate the role of the arts in society. Working 
alongside artists also provides professional development opportunities for our 
staff. 
 
We endeavour to ensure that all pupils visit an arts venue or working with an arts 
partner at least once in the academic year. (See curriculum matrix for further 
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details.) Any visits to theatres, galleries or other arts venues are subsidised for 
children from low income families. 
 
Partnerships are selected carefully and all arts partners must produce their 
enhanced CRB disclosure prior to working with the children.  
We may also enhance our curriculum by working in collaboration with other 
local primary and secondary schools, enabling staff to share resources and 
expertise. 
 
Extra-curricular clubs 
 
After-school arts activities provide opportunities for children to experience the 
arts in new and exciting ways. It also enables staff to nurture the talents of our 
gifted children.  
 
We offer a range of after school arts clubs, available to all children regardless of 
ability. These include an art club, film club, dance club and a range of music 
clubs (tabla, violin, clarinet, flute, keyboard), taught by peripatetic teachers. All 
clubs are free except for dance club, where free places are available for 
children on pupil premium. 
 
Implementation and monitoring of the policy 
 
The policy is monitored by the Creative Arts team, which consists of the subject 
leaders for art, music, dance and drama, as well as members of staff with a 
special interest or expertise in the arts. Annual targets for the key objectives are 
set, and can be found in our creative arts action plan. Progress towards the 
targets is reviewed in regular meetings. 
 
Our action plan is available to the Governing Body, and relevant targets are 
included in the School Development Plan. 
 
The policy will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body. Every three years, 
the policy will be analysed in depth and updated as necessary. 
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