
 

SEND Information Report  

Under the new Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (September 2014) 
our school is expected to provide SEND information with reference to: 

 Appropriate and Effective Teaching and Learning 

 Open and Honest Communication 

 A Partnership Approach 

We try, as a school, to have policies and practices that enable every child to access all 
areas of the curriculum and prepare them for the next stage of their education. Where 
we cannot fully meet the needs of an individual child we will work in close partnership 
with parents, carers and specialist services to find effective solutions and design 
individual support plans. 

 

1) Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties 
with learning/ Special Educational Needs or disability (SEND)? 
 
If you are concerned about your child then your child’s class teacher should be the 
first person you speak to as they have an in-depth knowledge of your child’s 
achievements, areas of strength and areas for development.   
 
Our school also has a Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Co-
ordinator, we usually call her the SENDCo. Her name is Helen Shipley and she is 
based in the Nurture Room by the main school office (our old staffroom). 
 
If you would like to talk to her then you can phone school and arrange to meet 
or call. Mrs Shipley is available most days, either before or after school, and is 
happy to speak to you during the school day. You may need to make an 
appointment and you can do his via the school office on 0121 464 7329 or via 
email on h.shipley@chadvale.bham.sch.uk   
 

2) What kinds of different SEND does our school provide for? 

 SEND is categorised into the following areas in the SEN Code of Practice 2014: Click 
 on headings for more information: 

 Cognition and Learning; 
 

 Communication and Interaction; 
 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties; 
 

 Sensory and Physical needs. 

At Chad Vale we support children with a variety of differing special needs and we pride 
ourselves on being a highly inclusive school with an ethos which encourages and celebrates 
diversity and difference whilst also welcoming children into our ‘Chad vale Family’ 

3) What different types of support are available for children with SEND. 
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Here are some general classroom support techniques used on a regular basis in 
our lessons here at Chad Vale.   

 Teachers adapt their lessons and the children’s learning tasks to help the child learn  
with the rest of the class. 

 Additional support may be given in a small group by an adult to help the child practise 
and learn things they may be finding difficult. 

 Additional support can be given to the child by an adult using a little and often approach 
during the day to support them to learn specific skills. 

 ICT programmes and technology are used effectively to support independent learning 
both individually and in small groups. 

 Individual targets are set to show what the child needs help with. 

 Advice from a specialist support teachers or other professionals will be called upon if 
required. 

 Support can be tailored to a child with particular needs upon consultation with the class 
teacher and SENCo. 

 
4) How can I be involved with my child’s learning and progress? 

Our school has an open door policy, meaning you can visit your child’s class at any time, 
ensuring that parents can always feel involved in the education of their child. This is done in 
a variety of ways including: 

 Regular meetings with class teacher, (support staff where relevant) and the SENCo. 

 Attend appointments in school and with external support agencies 

 Target setting so parents are aware of what their child needs to do to improve. 

 School Pupil Tracker Online (SPTO) is available for each child for reports, progress 
information, targets and support. 

 Home/school books or Daily texts or trackers for some children to inform parents/ 
carers about their child’s day. 

 Termly curriculum newsletters informing parents of learning topics. 

 Curriculum overview published termly on our school website. 

 Home reading diary and book reviews and weekly homework tasks. 

 Information on the school website. 

 Parents’ evenings. Including transition meetings to new classes for Parents  

 Termly workshops. 

 Parent drop-ins/coffee mornings. 

 Signposting to parent groups. 

 Parents’ views on Review documents. 

 Weekly Chad Vale Chronicle Head Teacher’s Newsletter to all families containing all 
the current school news and information. 

5) How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s 
learning in school? 

 Liaison with class teacher in the first instance. 

 Scheduled Parents Evenings. 

 Termly updates on school Pupil Tracker with parent access to up to date assessment 
records and learning behaviour information. 



 

 Graduated approach to learning difficulties, using the 'Plan, Do, Review' 
model. 

 Termly review meetings and Annual Reviews of statements or Education Care and 
Health Plans - ECH Plans (where appropriate). 

 Open Door Policy of School. 

 SENCo advice and coordination with staff, parents and carers. 

6) How does the school identify and assess Special Educational Needs? 

 

The process begins with either a Teacher or parental concern that a child is 

demonstrating difficulties in one or more of the areas of need, or a child who is not 

making expected academic progress. The child is then highlighted on our school 

systems – School Pupil Tracker (SPTO) and interventions may be out in place to 

support your child. This ensures that all staff are aware of concerns and we can track 

and monitor progress carefully.  

At Chad Vale Primary School we use a variety of different methods to assess whether a 
child or young person has special educational needs. Some of these include: 

 

 Observations 

 School based test results and standardised assessments 

 Information from parents and carers 

 Information from the child or young person 

 Specialised assessments and observations carried out by members of the 

school’s support services or the Health Service 

 Information from previous schools or settings 

 Results from end of key stage assessments 

 Discussions with adults who work with the child or young person 

 

Once a child or young person is identified as having a special educational need, a 

graduated approach to support is taken.  The child or young person’s needs will first 

be assessed, then support will be planned, carried out and then reviewed.  At the 

review any necessary changes will be discussed with parents, carers and staff. If 

after significant support has been received your child is still not making adequate 

progress then discussions around application to the Local Authority for an Education 

Health Care Plan would be held. A diagram of the timelines for the application 

process can be found here (click link). 

 



 

7) What examples of provision is available at Chad Vale Primary School for 
pupils with SEN? 

At Chad Vale Primary School we make provision for pupils who have a variety of special 
needs.  We know that some pupils will have difficulties in more than one area of need and 
we always do our best to provide support based on meeting the specific needs of each pupil. 

All children in school have support within lessons through differentiation and quality first 
teaching strategies.  This means that activities are planned according to the level the child or 
young person is working at, with some challenge to ensure that their learning moves on to 
the next level.  This can include a variety of adaptations including changes to the physical 
environment, changes to teaching styles and activities and access to additional resources as 
well as levels of adult support. 

Staff are constantly receiving training on how to best support children with SEN in their 
classrooms and we are committed to ensuring that Chad Vale is an inclusive and supportive 
environment for all children who attend. 

8) Support Services for Children with SEND, Parents, Families and School 

We use a variety of support services and external agencies to help and support us with 
ensuring our children get the best provision. These services offer school and parents training 
and support, as well as assessment support and sometimes one to one sessions with 
children and families if this is appropriate. 

9) How do we know that provision is effective? 

 Tracking and monitoring of attainment of progress made from a baseline assessment. 

 Children will be happy in school and motivated to learn. 

 Attendance data. 

 In school monitoring of intervention effectiveness. 

 Language and Literacy Toolkit and Maths Toolkit to track progress in smaller steps. 

 Feedback from Child, Parents, Teachers, Teaching Assistants, SENCO and outside 
agencies involved. 

10)How are the staff in school helped to work with children with an SEND and what 
training do they have? 

At Chad Vale we believe that every teacher is a teacher of every child and we firmly believe 
that up to date and relevant training is at the heart of being able to do this effectively. 

Staff training needs are reviewed regularly and we have regular updates in staff meetings. If 
we feel more in depth training is required, or a specialist trainer is needed then this is 
arranged by the SENCo. Recent whole school training has included Safeguarding, Epipen, 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder level 1, Diabetes, Asthma, and Dyslexia awareness and support 
strategies. 

In addition to this there are also staff trained to deliver specific programmes/ interventions 
and support for children that they are working with. For example: ELKLAN speech and 
language training, Nurture Group training, Behaviour Support, Friends for Life, Supporting 
children with hearing impairments, precision teaching, Catch Up Literacy and Numeracy, 
Cygnet training and Visual Maths. 



 

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND? 

 Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in 
their class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met. 

 Specially trained support staff can adapt the teachers planning to support the needs of 
your child where necessary. 

 Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in 
groups. 

 Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s 
learning needs. 

 Interventions will be used to support your child to access the curriculum in a whole 
class group. 

How do the school know how much progress is being made by pupils with SEND? 

 

At Chad Vale all children’s progress, including those children or young people with 

special educational needs, is tracked using the school’s assessment tracking system.  

Pupils are assessed regularly using teacher marking, observations and questioning 

as well as more formal assessments such as curriculum tests and standardised tests.  

In Birmingham we also have access to the Birmingham Language and Literacy and 

Maths toolkits which support assessment when a child or young person is making 

small steps of progress.  In addition, for children or young people with special 

educational needs, we also set individual targets using Individual Target Plans 

(ITPs), which are linked to the Language and Literacy and Maths Toolkits and are 

reviewed regularly with new targets set. This helps the school to monitor how well 

interventions are working.  The progress each child is making is discussed at pupil 

progress meetings with the class teacher, Head Teacher, Deputy Head Teacher and 

SENCo and any concerns raised at these meetings would be shared with Parents to 

ensure they are aware of any additional support their child may require. 

How do we involve pupils with SEND in their own education? 

We aim to involve all children in our school in the evaluations and implementation of 

their own education.   For children with Special Educational Needs we use a variety 

of strategies to support this including: 

 

 Person Centred Reviews 

 Child or young person’s target review meetings 

 Involve child or young person in setting their own targets 

 Self-assessment at the beginning and end of learning  

 Having a range of equipment available for the child or young person to 

choose to use 

 Ensuring the child or young person works with a range of different partners  



 

 Ensuring the child or young person has a designated adult to go to 

if they need help 

 Pupil conferencing 

 School Council/ Pupil Governors 

 One page profiles/ IEPs, IBPs and Getting it Right Plans 

 Medical alert cards 

 Communication cards 

 Visual timetables 

 Prompt cards to promote independence 

 Personalised work stations 

 Learning breaks 

How is the whole school day made accessible to children with SEND? 

 The building and grounds are accessible to children with physical disability via ramps 
and the upper and lower floors are accessible using a lift. We ensure that equipment 
used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.  

 Some classrooms have visual sensors that work alongside the school bell 
 Hearing Loops are used to support children with hearing impairment  
 After school provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND. 
 Extra curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND. 
 Additional support is available before and after school for those who need it and 

parents or children who have a disability can ask for a blue pass which will enable 
them to use the school drive for school arrivals and departures. 

What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with SEN? 

 As part of our open door policy your child’s class teacher is regularly available to 
discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to share information 
about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies can be used. 

 The SENCo or senior leaders are available to meet with you to discuss your child’s 
progress or any concerns/worries you may have. 

 All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you and the person 
involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report. 

 Your child’s provision will be reviewed with your involvement each term. 

 Homework will be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs. 

 A home/school contact book may be used to support communication with you, when 
this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child. 

 We will signpost you to parent support groups. 

How will we support your child when they are leaving this school? OR moving on to 
another class? 



 

We aim to make times of transition as easy as possible for the children and young 
people in our school.  

When starting at our school we may (if appropriate): 

 Meet with the child or young person and their parents to talk about their 

needs and answer any questions about our school 

 Meet with staff at the child or young person’s previous school or setting 

 Read reports from people who have worked with the child or young person 

 Arrange visits to our school so the child or young person gets to see it before 

they start properly 

 Give any adults working with the child or young person a one page profile or 

pupil passport describing the things that help  to support them in school 

 May provide the child or young person with a transition book that has 

photographs of the key staff and areas around school if needed 

When moving to a new year group we may (if appropriate): 

 Introduce the child or young person to their new teacher individually 

 Talk to the child or young person and their family so we can answer any 

questions they may have about the new year group 

 Give any adults working with the child or young person a one page profile or 

pupil passport describing the things that help  to support them in school 

 May provide the child or young person with an updated transition book that 

has photographs of the key staff and areas around school to look at during 

the school holidays if needed. 

When moving to a new school we may (if appropriate): 

 Hold a person centred review and invite key staff from the new school 

 Talk to key staff at the new school about things that help the child or young 

person to learn well and be happy at school 

 Arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school 

if that is what the child or young person wants 

 Talk to the child or young person and their family so we can answer any 

questions they may have about the new school 

 Share reports, paperwork and useful information with your child’s new setting 

 

 



 

What is the school’s policy for SEN? 

Our School SEN Policy can be found on the policies page of this website. It is due for review in 

September 2019. 

How is the governing body involved with SEN provision? 

In our school we have a governor who is responsible for special educational needs.  Her 

name is Mrs Patricia Barnes. You can reach her through phoning the school office on 0121 

464 7329 or via email on: sendgov@chadvale.bham.sch.uk 

Their job is to meet with the SENCO regularly.  In these meetings the SEN governor make 

sure that children, young people and families are being supported by the right services from 

in and outside of school.  The SEND Governor will also visit the school and meet with class 

teachers, support staff and children. 

In addition, the Head teacher and SENCo report to the SEN governor.  The SEN Governor 

shares this report with the other governors so that the whole governing body is aware of how 

special educational needs are being supported in the school and how well this support is 

working. The governors will challenge, support and advise the Head Teacher if appropriate 

provision isn’t being made. 

 

What can I do if I am not happy with the provision for my child? 

If you have a complaint about the school that cannot be resolved by speaking to the SENCo 

please contact the Head Teacher or SEND governor and we will do everything we can to fix 

the issue.  Our school and governing body take complaints seriously and will act upon these 

on an individual basis. Please refer to our main Complaints Policy for information about our 

procedures.  

 

How can parents find the Birmingham Local Authority’s local offer? 

The Birmingham Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found at: 

www.mycareinbirmingham.com  
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